
St Ronan's Pastoral Area:comprising the parishes of Seagoe, Moyraverty, 
Lurgan and Magheralin

Seagoe Parish

TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Fr Brian Fitzpatrick, Parish Priest   3834 1901
Rev Gerry Heaney, Permanent Deacon
 3834 3013
Fr Colum Murphy, CC                           3834 1901
St Anthony’s Church Sacristy 3834 5297
St Anthony’s Parish Hall 075 3112 6199
St Vincent de Paul Con� dential Helplines
 Moyraverty 079 1949 6053

Seagoe 078 2777 0304
Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable 
Adults
Diocesan Designated Child Protection 
O�  cer
Patricia Carville  077 8991 7741
Southern Health & Social Care Trust 
 0800 783 745
N.I ChildLine 0800 1111

PARISH OFFICE OPENING
Summer Holidays

To facilitate summer holidays in the parish 
please let us have your anniversaries or 

notices for bulletin in advance.
Office closed 31 July – 11 August.

Office hours Monday 24 July 9.30am-2.00pm
Tuesday 25 July 9.30am – 2.00pm.

Closed Wed - Friday.
Phone: 028 3834 3013.

Address: 10 Tullygally Road, Legahory, 
Craigavon, BT65 5BL.

E-mail: seagoeparish@dromorediocese.org
or moyravertyparish@dromorediocese.org

For emergencies, please phone the 
parochial house 24/7 for a priest on 

3834 1901.

ST ANNE'S SHRINE, 
MAYOBRIDGE

(Saint Anne: mother of Mary, 
grandmother of Jesus)

World Day for Grandparents and the 
Elderly - Sunday 23 July

Rosary and Benediction 
will be celebrated 
at 3pm at St Anne’s 
Shrine, Mayobridge.  All 
welcome.

Feast of St Anne: 
Wednesday 26 July

The shrine, convent 
gardens and car parks 
will be open all day.
The celebrations will conclude with Mass at 
7:30pm in the Convent Gardens.
All are welcome to visit the Shrine and join us 
for Mass outdoors, weather permitting.

FEASTS OF THE WEEK
Mon 24 Jul  St Charbel Makhlūf, Lebanese priest 
   and monk, sought for his wise counsel.
Tue 25 Jul  St James, fisherman, first apostle to 
   die for Christ as martyr. Patron of  
   pilgrims.
Wed 26 Jul  Ss Joachim and Anne, parents of the
   Virgin Mary, grandparents of the Lord.
Sat 29 Jul Ss Martha, Mary & Lazarus, sibling 
   friends of Jesus.

Moyraverty Parish
SUNDAY 23 JULY 2023

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
III WORLD DAY OF GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY

MASS SCHEDULE
ST MARY'S DERRYTRASNA

Monday             10:30am
Wednesday          7:00pm
Saturday (vigil Mass for Sunday)        6:00pm
* Confessions every Saturday: 5:30–5:50pm *

ST PATRICK'S AGHACOMMON
Sunday   11:00am
Tuesday  10:30am
Thursday  10:30am
Friday  7:00pm

ST PATRICK'S RE-OPENS
Saint Patrick's is now open again for normal 
use (Masses, baptisms, weddings, funerals, 
adoration and personal visits), although 
the interior is not yet completely � nished. 
Massgoers will see that all the old plaster 
has been entirely removed from the walls of 
the church, and the walls are now roughly 
plastered with what is called a scud coat. This 
both helps to continue drawing dampness 
out of the stonework, while also keeping the 
dust from the un� nished walls to a minimum. 
It will remain in place for approximately six 
months, after which the church will close 
again for � nal re-plastering and decoration. 
The only section of completed plasterwork 
which has been � nished at this point 
(because the stonework there was not damp) 
can be seen surrounding the two stained 
glass windows in the sanctuary on both left 
and right.
Outside, the contractors continue with the 
repointing work on the exterior stonework, 
working from front to back. As this proceeds, 
it should be possible for sca� olding to be 
removed gradually from around the front 
of the church to begin with. The estimated 
completion of exterior works will be in 
September.
The normal Mass schedule (see top of page) 
resumes, and anniversaries may be booked 
for these Masses for the next six months. 
Baptisms may also be booked for the second 
and fourth Sundays of each month. Please 
contact the parish o�  ce for all such requests.
Thank you...

PRAY FOR VOCATIONS 
O Jesus, send labourers into your � elds, 
which are awaiting holy 
apostles, saintly priests, 
heroic missionaries 
and dedicated sisters 
and brothers. Enkindle 
in the hearts of men 
and women the spark 
of a vocation. Grant 
that Christian families 
may desire to give your 
Church helpers in the work of tomorrow. 
AMEN

PARISH OFFERTORY
COLLECTIONS

Sunday 16 July £839.50
Please make cheques payable to 

'Seagoe Parish'.
We thank all our parishioners for their 

continued support and generosity.

ETERNAL REST

RECENTLY DECEASED 
We o� er our deepest sympathy and prayerful
remembrance to the families of the following 

parishioners who died in recent days

Joseph McShane, Lurgan, formerly
Tannaghmore West

ANNIVERSARIES

Sunday 23 July
James, Mary, Brian & Anna Moore, Ardmore

Wednesday 26 July
Month’s Mind Ann Withers,

Wol� sland Terrace

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
This week: Guided adoration in St Mary's 
on Wednesday 26 
July at 7:30pm. 
Benediction at 
8:15pm.
Blessed Carlo Acutis 
says: "When we face 
the sun we become 
tanned...but when 
we place ourselves 
before the Eucharistic 
Jesus, we become 
saints."
Blessed Carlo (1991–2005) is the � rst millenial 
to be beati� ed, and was an ardent promoter of 
Eucharistic adoration.

STUDY THE FAITH
Seeking to learn more about our faith?

Why not consider the Armagh diocesan 
Theology programme?
 The course runs for two years in Armagh 
and Dundalk, with one evening per 
week and two weekend modules in each 
academic year. It is accredited by St Patrick’s 
Ponti� cal University, Maynooth. There are 
no educational entry requirements, just an 
interest in learning about God. Assessment 
is based on written assignments at the end 
of each module; there are no written exams.
This theology course will begin in the 
autumn, starting on 12 September. The fee 
for the programme is €1200 per year, which 
can be paid in instalments. If you would like 
more information, please contact Milanda on 
00353 42 9351316 (9am–2pm) or milanda@
parishandfamily.ie. All are welcome.

ETERNAL REST

ANNIVERSARIES

Saturday 22 July
Rose Fisher, Ardowen

Christine Donnelly, Kernan Gardens
Eileen Higgins, Ardowen

Thomas Higgins, Barrow-on -Furness

Sunday 23 July
Bernadette O’Reilly, Drumbeg South

Jackie Hill, Altmore

Monday 14 July
Month’s Mind Sheree McAreavey, Clonmeen

Tuesday 25 July
Cormac McCann, Carrigart Manor

Tony O’Hare, Drumbeg North

Thursday 27 July
Mary McKeown, Lylo

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

BAPTISMS
We rejoice with the families of

Ronnie Anne Hobson, Fox’s Glen
Noah Pól David Geddis, Drumellan Court

at their recent birth to eternal
life in the sacrament of baptism.

YOUNG ADULT TRIP
2–6 August 2023

Climb Croagh Patrick and volunteer at Knock 
Shrine. We welcome 17–25-year-olds.  Cost 
£175 – includes hotel accommodation, 
transport and food, plus free T-shirt.
To book your place, email youthdirector@
dromorediocese.org or phone Frances on 
028 30833898. (Please leave a message with 
your phone number.)

Moyraverty Parish Draw 
Next draw on Tuesday 8 August.

PARISH OFFERTORY
COLLECTIONS

Sunday 16 July £1066.29
Please make all cheques payable to 

‘Moyraverty Parish’.
We thank all our parishioners for their 

continued support and generosity.

Sunday Bulletin MASS SCHEDULE

ST ANTHONY'S
Sunday 12:00noon
Monday  9:30am & 6.00pm
Tuesday - Saturday 9:30am
Saturday (vigil Mass for Sunday)   7.30pm
Confessions 6:45pm–7:20pm on Saturdays

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, LYLO
Sundays 10:00am

PETITION BOX FOR
ST ANTHONY

Thanks to the children from the St Michael's 
Knights and children's liturgy, there is now 
a box at St Anthony's statue in the church 
where people can drop their written petitions 
asking for St Anthony's intercession, or notes 
of thanks for favours received. The petitions 
will be prayed for at Mass on the 13th day of 
each month (since St Anthony's feast day is 13 
June). Each month the brightly-coloured box 
is changed and you can also pick up a story 
from the life of St Anthony to bring home. The 
petitions are always disposed of con� dentially. 
Bring your intentions are entrust them to St 
Anthony. As patron of our church, he is ready 
and willing to help us parishioners.
St Anthony of Padua, pray for us.

St Vincent De Paul
The Annual SVDP Day Trip for Senior Citizens 
will be on Thursday 17 August. Venue – 
Dundalk. Leaving St Anthony’s carpark @ 10am.
If you wish to go on this trip please leave your 
name with any member of SVDP by Monday 14 
August.

ADULTS FOR BAPTISM
Any adults (16+ years old) who would like to 
be baptised are invited to contact the parish 
o�  ce for information and to enrol for the 
pathway leading to baptism which will begin 
in the autumn.

LOUGH DERG
2023 Three Day Pilgrimage

The Three Day Pilgrimage is now open and 
continues until Monday 15th August. (Saturday 
13th August is the � nal day for pilgrims to begin 
the Three Day Pilgrimage.)
Admission €80 | Booking advised | Concessions 
available for students, seniors and groups.
One Day Retreats
Available from 19 August for various dates 
in August and September. Cost €45. Booking 
essential.
For booking or for more information on any of the 
above, go to www.loughderg.org or phone 00353 
71 9861518.

"For your sakes Christ became poor" 
(2Cor 8:9)

This Sunday is the sixth World Day of the 
Poor. Pope Francis, in his message for the day, 
laments that just as the world was emerging 
from the “tempest of the pandemic”, a new 
catastrophe appeared on the horizon: the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine and the brutal war 
which has followed. The war has displaced 
millions of Ukrainian people and caused global 
economic turbulence, with food shortages 
and rising energy costs which will affect the 
poorest this winter. The Pope reminds us of the 
generosity of people in welcoming refugees 
from recent conflicts in the Middle East. He 
understands that host communities can feel 
burdened, and it is difficult to maintain relief 
efforts, but he says, “This is the moment for 
us not to lose heart but to renew our initial 
motivation. The work we have begun needs to 
be brought to completion with the same sense 
of responsibility.”

Loving Father, 
your risen Son sent us out
into the world as ambassadors
for the kingdom of God;
inspire us with your Spirit
of compassion, justice and truth
to declare the Good News
to those who are poor,
and to work for the relief, defence and liberation 
of all who are trapped in oppressive 
circumstances.
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE CHOSEN: SERIES 3
Season 3 of the top-rated historical drama 
series (IMDb 9.4/10) on Jesus Christ and his 
disciples is launching this week in cinemas 
around the world. After Jesus completes a 
sermon that turns the world upside down, all 
12 disciples (including newcomer Judas) are 
ready to follow him to the ends of the earth. 
But problems remain. Episodes 1 & 2 of Season 
Three pick up where Season Two left off, and 
in this unique theatrical experience, launch the 
most emotional and consequential season of 
The Chosen to date.
Showing on Friday 18 and Sunday 20 
November in the Odeon, Belfast. Book at 
odeon.co.uk.
Watch series 1 and 2 for free on The Chosen 
app.

SUPPORT YOUR PARISH
If you prefer cashless, please 
use the QR code to give to 
your parish funds or support 
your priests once-off or 
monthly. Open the camera 
on your phone, and point it 
at the code below for a link to 
the donation site. Thank you 
for your kind contribution.

ETERNAL REST

RECENTLY DECEASED 
We offer our deepest sympathy and prayerful
remembrance to the families of the following 

parishioners who died in recent days.

Patricia McConville (née Beattie), Ardowen
Alec McDonagh, formerly Clonmeen

ANNIVERSARIES
Saturday 12 November
Dessie Rogers, Pinebank

Jennifer McCourt, Meadowbrook
Patrick Noel McAreavey, Clonmeen

Hugh Devlin, Moylinn
Deceased members of Legion of Mary

Sunday 13 November
Patricia Doherty, Clonmeen (Month’s Mind)

Jim McCann, Birmingham, formerly Castle Lane
Jim O’Donnell, Belfast
James Nugent, Keady

Monday 14 November
Mary Theresa Morgan, Ballyhannon Crescent

Tuesday 15 November
John (Ivan) Burns, Meadowbrook

Archie Topping, Burnside/Portadown
Joan McGinney

Wednesday 16 November
David, Sarah, Marie, Desmond 
& Roberta Bustard, Magheralin

Pauline Lewis, Birmingham
Deceased members of Éire Óg

Thursday 17 November
Jean Toman, Dean’s Grange

Friday 18 November
Angela Gibney Mallon, Belfast

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

NOVEMBER DEAD LIST
November Dead Lists are available from the back of the 
Church. When complete please return to box provided.

ÉIRE ÓG
Mass for deceased members of Éire Óg 

Wednesday 16 November @ 7pm.

BAPTISM
We rejoice with the families of

Evie Caroline Freeburn, Pinebank
Jack Brendan Freeburn, Pinebank
Ivy Grace Laszczak, Dean’s Grange

at their recent birth to eternal
life in the sacrament of baptism. 

MOYRAVERTY 50+ CLUB
50+ Tea Dance in St Anthony’s Parish Centre 

Thursday 17 November. 8-10pm. 
Music by Mons Wheeler. 

Admission £4.00 includes light supper. 
New & old members very welcome.

COFFEE MORNING 
Coffee Morning in St Anthony’s Parish Centre 

on Sunday 20th November 11.30-1.30pm.
All proceeds to Southern Area Hospice. 

Car key Fob found in Church – contact Parish office if 
you think it is yours!

PARISH OFFERTORY
COLLECTIONS

Sunday 7 November £1066.50

St Ronan's Pastoral Area:

ETERNAL REST

RECENTLY DECEASED 
We offer our deepest sympathy and prayerful
remembrance to the families of the following 

parishioners who died in recent days.

Mary Hendron (née McAlinden), 
Wolf Island Terrace

Pauleen McConville (née McCrory), Lurgan
James (Séamus) Kearns, Ballynery North Road

ANNIVERSARIES
Saturday 12 November

Jim Conway, Pier Rampart
Monday 14 November

Brendan Morris, McGreavy Park
Friday 18 November

Robert & Mary Coleman, Derrymacash Road
Patsy & Ann Coleman, Birmingham

Denis & Charlotte McEvoy, Kilvergan Road
The McCorry Family, Edward Street, Lurgan

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

REPAIR WORKS TO 
ST. PATRICK’S

Damp ingress through the basalt stone walls and 
window reveals has been an ongoing problem for 
the church and has caused major deterioration 
of the internal fabric. To address this problem the 
parish will carry out Phase 1 repair works in early 
2023 to deal with the highest priority defects. 
These works will include: repointing of the stone 
and brickwork with lime mortar, new rainwater 
goods, and improvements in drainage around 
the church.  On the inside the plaster will be 
stripped to inspect the condition of the walls and 
timbers, and the decorative marble panelling will 
be protected during the works. To allow a period 
of drying out, the internal walls will be left as 
exposed masonry until Phase 2 works which will 
include re-plastering and decoration.
Tender documents for the work are currently being 
prepared. Any contractors interested in obtaining 
the tender schedule when ready should contact 
the parish office now.

Children's Liturgy is back at Masses next weekend! 
At 6pm Mass in St Mary's and 11am Mass in St 
Patrick's, girls and boys of primary school age will 
be able to go separately with the leaders shortly 
after Mass begins to hear the children's gospel, 
and have a make-and-do session before coming 
back to join their families just at the offertory time.
Parents/guardians will need to give their consent 
just the first time the child takes part. All welcome!

CEMETERY VIGILANCE
There are sad reports of items left on family 
graves sporadically going missing, and we fear 
they are being taken. It would be undesirable 
and impossible to lock the cemeteries, or to have 
complete surveillance, and so we ask all visitors to 
the graveyards, or even those who can see into the 
graveyard from the footpath while passing by, to 
report any suspicious activity at once to the parish 
or the police.

MASS SCHEDULE
ST PATRICK'S AGHACOMMON

Sunday   11:00am
Tuesday   10:30am
Thursday     10:30am
Friday            7:00pm

ST MARY'S DERRYTRASNA
Monday   10:30am
Wednesday      7:00pm
Saturday (vigil Mass for Sunday) 6:00pm
Confessions 5:30–5:50pm

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

This week: Adoration on Friday in 
St Patrick's at 7:30pm, 
Benediction at 8:00pm

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI says: “In a world 
where there is so much noise, so much 
bewilderment, there is a need for silent 
adoration of Jesus concealed in the Host.
Be assiduous in the prayer of adoration and 
teach it to the faithful. It is a source of comfort 
and light, particularly to those who are 
suffering.”
Adoration next week: Wednesday 23 November, 
7:30–8:30pm in St Mary's

SVP CHRISTMAS SUPPORT
Since the start of Covid SVP has, in the run-up to 
Christmas, distributed vouchers as a goodwill gesture 
to a wide spread of households. Store card vouchers 
(as directed by SVP Headquarters) rather than hampers 
will continue to be the form of SVP Christmas support 
for the future and this year will be aimed at those who 
specifically request our support. Store vouchers will also 
be the form of support for those families requesting 
help with toys.  If you wish to receive a voucher this 
year please call or text the Helpline (078-2777-0304) 
and leave your name and address or contact number.   

SVP CHRISTMAS CARDS
Christmas cards will be available in each of our 
churches at Mass times from next weekend.  Like 
last year there is no specific price for these cards – 
we simply ask that you make a voluntary donation 
in the boxes provided.  

CHRISTMAS TREE 
Derrytrasna Christmas Tree Light- up Friday 2nd 
December @7pm at Sarsfields. Santa will be present 
with craft stalls in the hall. Everyone Welcome.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
DINNER

Derrytrasna Senior Citizens Annual Christmas 
Dinner will be held on Sunday 4th December 
@ 1pm in Sarsfields Hall followed by music and 
dancing to Colin Harney. 

PARISH OFFERTORY
COLLECTIONS

Sunday 7 November £992.00
Thank you for supporting your parish

Sunday Bulletin
comprising the parishes of Seagoe, Moyraverty, 

Lurgan and Magheralin
Seagoe Parish

TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Fr Brian Fitzpatrick, Parish Priest 3834 1901
Fr Michael Maginn, Assistant Pastor 3831 1872
Rev Gerry Heaney, Permanent Deacon 3834 3013
Fr Colum Murphy, CC                                    3834 1901
St Anthony’s Church Sacristy 3834 5297

St Anthony’s Parish Hall 075 3112 6199

St Vincent de Paul Confidential Helplines
Moyraverty 079 1949 6053

Seagoe 078 2777 0304
Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
Diocesan Designated Child Protection Officer
Patricia Carville 077 8991 7741
Southern Health & Social Care Trust 0800 783 745
N.I ChildLine 0800 1111

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
10 Tullygally Road, Legahory, Craigavon, BT65 5BL

Phone 3834 3013.
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9.00am -2.00pm

Closed Wednesday. 
Friday 9.00am -1.30pm.

Email seagoeparish@dromorediocese.org
moyravertyparish@dromorediocese.org

For emergencies, please phone the
parochial house on 3834 1901.

TRÓCAIRE 
FUNDRAISING UPDATE

With the permission of the Northern bishops, in the coming 
weeks and months, a Trócaire team may call door-to-door 
in the parish inviting monthly donations. Fundraising 
representatives are highly trained, and will be wearing 
blue Trócaire-branded jackets or tabards and will carry an 
ID badge.
The door-to-door campaign allows Trócaire to reach people 
who do not typically donate to their Lenten appeal and 
also gives people the chance to donate in different ways. 
Monthly donations help Trócaire to plan ahead and have 
greater impact with the communities we exist to serve.
If you would like to contact Trócaire directly on any matter 
related to this initiative, you can contact Louise Walker on 
00353 1 505 3225 or louise.walker@trocaire.org. Thank 
you.

FEASTS OF THE WEEK
Mon 14 Nov St Laurence O'Toole, archbishop and patron of

Dublin, labourer for peace and reconciliation
Tue 15 Nov St Albert the Great, Dominican theologian,

doctor of the Church, patron of scientists
Wed 16 Nov St Gertrude, German Benedictine nun and

mystic, died 1302.
Thu 17 Nov St Elizabeth of Hungary, queen and mother,

widowed young, devoted to serving the poor

SAINT GERTRUDE'S PRAYER 
FOR THE HOLY SOULS

Her visions of purgatory led her to pray this prayer often for 
the Holy Souls:

Eternal Father, I offer 
you the Most Precious 
Blood of your Divine 
Son, Jesus, in union 
with the Masses said 
throughout the world 
today, for all the Holy 
Souls in Purgatory, for 
sinners everywhere, for 

sinners in the universal Church, for those in my own home 
and in my family. Amen.

Moyraverty Parish
SUNDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2022

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | VI WORLD DAY OF THE POOR

MASS SCHEDULE
ST ANTHONY'S

Sunday       12:00noon
Monday       9:30am & 6:00pm
Tuesday - Saturday      9:30am
Saturday (vigil Mass for Sunday)  7.30pm
Confessions from 6:45pm–7:20pm on Saturdays

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, LYLO
Sundays        10:00am 

DO THIS IN MEMORY
Our next Mass for this year's First Communion children and 
families takes place next Sunday in St Anthony's at 12 noon. 
We ask each child to bring a fallen leaf with them for next 
week's celebration.
Please note there is no Children's Liturgy in the Parish Centre on 
weeks when the Do This in Memory programme is held in church.

OUR LADY OF FÁTIMA 
PRAYERS

Adoration Chapel, Edward Street, Lurgan
Family Rosary Devotion 

7–8pm on Sunday 13 November
(and the 13th day of every month: 

same time, same place)

TOTUS TUUS (ALL IS YOURS)
Scripture Conference 2022 is live on Radio Maria Ireland 
from 2pm on Saturday 19th November. Speakers include 
Sr Caitriona Kavanagh OP, Brian O’Driscoll (paving the 
way home), Fr John McCarthy (Cloyne Diocese) and Fr 
Terence Crotty OP. Radio Maria Ireland can be listened to by 
downloading the Radio Maria Ireland app, on RadioMaria.ie, 
on some Freeview TV channel guides, or listen by phone on 
00353 14373277 (note this is a Dublin number).

GRAND FUNDRAISING 
DRAW 2022–23

Have you got your ticket yet for the draw starting in 
one month? Promoters will be available 
at the church door this weekend to 
register your name, or provide you 
with a ticket if convenient.
Information flyers and standing order 
forms are available at the back of the 
church.
Tickets available from the parish 
office: pay £5 per month, or £60 for all 12 draws.

ADVENT SCRIPTURE 
REFLECTION

Sr Rosemary will lead a Reflection of the Sunday Gospel 
on four Fridays leading up to Christmas. 10am (after 
Mass) -11am in Parish Centre.
Commencing Friday 25 November, and continuing 2nd, 
9th, & 16th December.
Everyone warmly welcome. There will be cup of tea on 
arrival.

KIDS' CHRISTMAS PARTY
St Anthony's Parish Centre

Sunday 4 December 1:00–3:00pm & 3:30–5:30pm

Bouncy Castle & Obstacle Course***Messy Play 
with Jolly Mess***Visit from Santa with free gift 

and free photoshoot***Christmas themed disco*** 
Christmas craft fair with over 30 stalls to browse***

Hot food truck***Raffle prizes***Tuck shop open

*Every child enters a free draw 
for a chance to win the cutest teddies*

Contact the centre on 075 3112 6199 for more 
information and tickets Cost: £6 per child

Places are limited; fewer than 30 tickets left for each

WORLD DAY FOR 
GRANDPARENTS AND THE 

ELDERLY

Since 2021, Pope Francis has � xed this day 
on the calendar on the fourth Sunday of July 
(near the celebration of Jesus' grandparents, 
Ss Joachim and Anne) in order to draw our 
attention and gratitude to our grandparents 
and elderly neighbours, friends and 
parishioners. In his message for this Sunday, 
Pope Francis chose as this year's theme “His 
mercy is from age to age” (Lk 1:50) which, 
he recalled, takes us back to the joyful 
meeting between the young Mary and her 
elderly relative Elizabeth (Lk 1:39–56). In that 
meeting, the Holy Spirit descended upon 
Elizabeth, and had earlier descended upon 
Mary.
That same Holy Spirit "blesses and 
accompanies every fruitful encounter 
between di� erent generations: between 
grandparents and grandchildren, 
between young and old." 
The Pope expressed the delight that young 
people can o� er older generations: “God 
wants young people to bring joy to the 
hearts of the elderly, as Mary did to Elizabeth, 
and gain wisdom from their experiences. Yet, 
above all, the Lord wants us not to abandon 
the elderly...”
The Holy Father renewed his invitation to 
everyone, and in a special way, parishes and 
communities, to celebrate this Day and to 
make it "the occasion of a joyful and renewed 
encounter between young and old."  To the 
young, the Pope asked that they visit their 
grandparents or an elderly person who 
lives alone. The Holy Father also asked the 
elderly to accompany the young people 
with their prayers.

PRAYER FOR GRANDPARENTS
God of mercy, you have given our 
grandparents and elderly friends — your 
children — the gift of long life, and they 
ask for your blessing. Let them feel the 
tenderness and strength of your presence. As 
they look back to the past, let them rejoice in 
your mercy. As they look to the future, may 
they persevere in hope that does not fade. 
We make this prayer through Jesus your Son, 
to whom be praise and glory for ever. Amen.
Our Lady, Queen of Families, pray for us.
Ss Joachim and Anne, pray for us.
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